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WAR RELIEF SERVICES - F.C.%W.C. and DISPLACED PERSONS

For more than fwo vears War Relief Services - Nationsl Cetholie
Welfare Conference, as part of its relief wvrogram, has been giving assiste
ance to the Disgplaced Pergons in andoui of the camps in Germeny, Au@triabfww
and Iialy. In cooperation with the Holy See It hag sunccesded in stimla-
ting the interest of a pumber of Latin American countries in providing
homes and opportunities for the Disploced Persconeg. It has hed a very
impordtant part in the regettlement of 2 congiderable aumbe:'ef people from
the ceums in Ita1y§in Argentine, Brazil and {hile. When the Presidenttis
Exeentive Order, p%oviding for the adwisgsion of 2 limited pumber of Dige
placed Persong into the United Siates, took effect in Merech 1946, VWar
Relief Bervices - N.C.¥W.G. developed & special progran to assist the Dis-
placed'?ersens in Gerﬁény”and.&ustria iz s@curiﬁg vigas for the admission
%0 the United Biates. It worked with the (etholic Committes for Refugees
in securlng Vi?&s for a consi&eréble number of these peopls. In spypralsing
whet has been dome by War Relisf Services -~ ¥.C.¥.L., working in cooperam
tie&gith the Cathelic Cormiitites for the admizgsion of Displaced Persens into v
the United States, it is well to keep in mind the limitations under which
both Wer Relief Serviceg - N.C.¥.0. and The Catholic Committee for Refugees
cperated under ithe President's Exscubive Order. The pumbsr of different
nziional groups tobe ﬁdﬁiﬁte@ wes covered by tﬁe éuotas in the regpective
countries of thelr origin. Witk the exception of the Polish %uoggj@f a
maximom of 8,400 per year, the guotes from the ather.countries were declidedly
emsll. Moresover the Palish quots was spread ouf over the world so that Polish
refugees everywhere might heve an equal oprortunity. Thig meant ceriainly

not over 3,000 Polish refugees from the Displaced Persons Camps could he

<

admitted in any ong Feal,




Tmring the pest year Wer Relief Services - I.C.W.0. has heen very
petive in promoting & progrem for the admission of Displaced Perscns to
the United States. Its represenitatives oprpesred bhefore the Commities of
the Fouse of Representstives holding hesrings on the Stratton Bill, The
Wer Relief Zervices - H.C.W.C. has aiso published a2 nuxber of pamphlets as

o

part of its educationzl program for th:

sdnission of Displaced FPersons into

o

kS

this country.
WHC AER THE DISPLAGED PE@SQES?

Briefly the Digplaced Fersons sre those ﬁbat aréiincgude& in the
progran of the International Refugee Oﬁgamization. fils program is an
instrament of the United Hations and hes brought tegether some twenty-one
countries as sigustories to itsg cons%itution. ¥ieven of these countries
have formally ratified thelr scceptence of the Iaternational Refugee Orgeni-
zation program., The total nupber of those Displaced Persons who have registsred
and ere included in the IRO program at the prezent time is a2 1ittle over
700,000, These are entitled to protection, suppori and resettlement oppor—
funitie s from the IRO. They zre being taken care of in camps in Germeny,
Aunstria and Italy at the present time., These camps are supported through
the funds placed at the digpesal of the IRD by the different govermments
that hove ratified its constitution, OFf the total of $114,000,000.00 which
constitutes the budget of the IR0 for this year, $73,000,000.00 hes been

provided by the United Ztates.

HOW DISPLACED FPERSONS HEACHED THEIR FRESENT STATUS

A& wvery large nurber of the Displeced Persons, znd especizlly the




Polish Displaced Persons, were employed as slave laborers in Germeny during

the war, They were capbtured during the course of the German invasicn of
Toland., The so-called Balts, consisiing of Lithuaniang, Eskonians and
Latvians were driven west from their own couniries by the Russian army.
The same iz $rue of the Ukranians. The Yugoslavians, among the Displaced
FPersons, were compelled to flse from that couniry when 1% was iaken over

v the present Communist domineted goverument. Awmeng the Displaced Persons

=

o

the Poles number abont 275,000, Ukrainians sbout 200,00{ the Lithmenisas
sbout 75,000, the Tugoslaviens and Estonians and Latvians heve smaller

NUMbhErs.

WHY THE DISPLACED FERSONS CANKOT RETURN T¢ THEIR
= OVN - COUNTRIES

The governments that have banded together unter the Inbternational
Refugee Orgenization, including the gcfernment of the Umited Siates, have
snnounced 2 peiicy that the Displaced Persgons should be compelled %o re%%ra
tp countries under whose governments they wonld not snjoy political or |
religious freedom. The governments that are supporbing the program of the
IR0 heve agreed o give these Displaced Persons every opportunity for
regetilement. Meny of the Digplaééd Persons, end especially the Poles, have
already returned to thelr own countries, bud it is the general conviction
of those who are scouainted with the Displaced ?ersons, ipeluding the

sfficials of our Govermment and those of Grest BTritain, that we have reached

the "hard cored in the repatriabtlon of Displzced Persons and thal this no i

longer offers any ocutlet for them. 50 far a3 most of the Displaced Persons

are concernsd, returning fo thelr own countries mesns facing immediate death

or impriscnment,

i
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& very considersble nunber of the Displaced Persons st the present
time are belng provided with work spportunities outside of the camps
and are being paid in Germen marks, This has led some peonle o suggesd
the possibility of having the Displaced Persons incorporated into the
Germen economy. Careful study, however, chows that western Germony is
already over-populated, that there will be no continuing'bpportuﬁi%ies
for ths Digplaced Persons in the Germesn ecomomy, thet their removel would
be one important step in refbuilding the German economy, that the entagonisms
between the Germans aznd the Eisplaaéd Persons are so gfeat a2 to make 1%

really impossible 3o have them absorbed by western Germany,
?Rmﬁﬂﬂﬁs I THE RESETTLEMINT OF DISPLACED PERSCIS

Some prog:esS %&s_already teen mad§ in the respettlement of the
Displaced Persons, Eﬁlgium hasg alreaﬂyiacce;ﬁe& 17,500 of them; Holland
bas accepted sbout 2,000: England has téken about 17,000; (ansds has
zecented 2,000 merbersg of Anderst ﬁrﬁy from England; (it is in procesgs of
settliing 25,000 Displaced Persons from caups who have relstives in Canada);
approximately 7,000 have been settled in Brazil; approximately 5,000 have
been settlsd in Argeﬁtina; 4,000 have been setilsd in Venesuela,

When we exclude those settled in nearby Belgium the iotal resettled doss
not tulk very large in thg TOG,000 that ﬁave been walting for regettlement
for a period of wore than tvp years, Thé nunper setiled this year is not
over 95,000, Without a él@ar accelarated progrem of resetilement for the
Eiﬁplacad.Pa?sons in the camps, their future is very éizk indeed,

Those eligible for reseﬁélement do not consitliiuie all Displaced Persons,
Those for whom the Intermational Refungee organization and the voluntary

organizations, working in cooperation with the IR0, are plaming resettlement




do not censiitute 21l of the Displaced Persons in Germany, 4usirias md

e

Ttaly., There are al least 6,000,000 pecple of German ertraction in
western Germeny who can be regarded as Displaced Perscné. Thege six
million were expelled from Basi Prussia, Silesia, and the Sﬁ@ﬁtax Tand
under the Potsdam Agresment. Over and above the so~called iégal expelliees
there is a very conuiderable number of peoples of Germen exiraction from
Bastern Europe who found their way into wesiern Germeny.

1t is estimated that over and shove the persong eligible for re-

settlement Austria hes 150,000 Displaced Persons mest of them persons of

o
”

German extrastion who have besn drivé%;ﬁt of the other counifies in esstern’
Burove. It is estimated that Italy hés betwaen 1&0;008 and 150,000 Pisplaced
Persons over and aﬁove the 20,000 that ére eligibvle for regsettlement. One
might ask vhy shoﬁld'not:éll these Displaced Persons be snelnded in the
program, The én§ﬂéréis, in pers, thet plane have already been made for

the resettieﬁen$ §f fhmse who were éngag@d as slave laborers undsr thé.

Neri regime, or have been driven westward by the Russian army, or driven out
by the Communist govermment of Yugoslavia, Flans have beepn made for their
regettlemsnt by the seiiing up of the Internatiocnsl Refuges Crgznizalion,

If the group for wvhose resettlement some provision has been made can be
sattled successfully, plans ¢an then be mede Tor the resettlement of the
other sroups who cannot be resettled iﬁ ﬁure?e, It should be noted moreover
that the plang that are being e de Ly our Government for the rebullding of
Germén am nomy provide for‘the ingorporation into that economﬁ of six millieon

Germans who have been expelled from Zast Prussia, gilesis and the Sudebenland,




POSITION OF THE UHITED STATES

The Government of the United Siales hag really commitied 1tmelf to
the making of effective plansg for $he resmsttlemsnt of Displaced Persons.
It has conitributed the largest parit of the cost of maindaining them in
carmsg, While a number of other countries have agreed o acceplting thelr
fair share of the Digplaced Persons the United Stetes bhas not yei agreed 1o
accept any large number of them into this country. A very important task,
therefore, remains for those whe are interesied in the geitlement of the
Displaced Persons, nsmely, the convincing of the people of the United States
thet 1% is their dnty to mccept their falr gunta of the Displaced Persons.
It ig gemerally assumed that with proper interpretation the people of the
Tnited Sta;ea would do their part., Their attitude towards persons who have
been cempelledto flee thelr own couniries by religious and political p@rﬁecur“%f'

tion has slways been very generous.

CATHOLIC PROCRAM MEEDED 70 PROMOTE RECEFTION AND SETTLEMENT OF
: DISPLACED PERSONS

A4t their meeting in ¥Weshingion in November the Bisheps of the United
States reached the conclugion thet definite national and diocesan orgenizations
were needed to interest the people of the United States in the prodblems of
the Digﬁiééed Persons and to analyze the opportunities for Displaced Persons
in this country and to sponsor thelr immigration. The Bisuops authorized
War Relief Services - W.C.W.C. %o assume & leadership in setting ﬁp g Natlonal
Gatholic Regettlement Council that wounld bring together various Catholic
orgenizationg including the Hatlonal Catholic Welfare Genferencé, Hational

Conference of C,tholic Charities, Netional gatholic Rural Life Conference,




The Catholic Committes Ffor Refugees snd the various Habtlonal groups re-
wresented zmong the Displaced Persons. War Relief Services - H.C.W.0.
already brought these groups together and the mnew National gatholic Rezettls-
ment Council hes been established. The Bishops have.been notified by the
Cheirman of the Administrative Board in regard to the establishment of the
new Notional (ouncil. They bave been advised noreover thai plans have been
made for the setting up of Diocesan Regebtlement Commitiess inm each and
every one of the dleceses in the United States., They have been advised aleo
of plans for the immediate organizetlion of Diocesan Qommittees in twelve
dicceses, Suggestions have also been made to them aboub the set-up and
functions of Diccesen Committees. They have been advised that through War
nelief Services -~ H.C.¥W.0. they would receive certain types of assistance

nesded in setting up the Diocesan Resettlement Committees,

COMPOSITION OF THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC RESETTLEMENT COURCIL

The Fational Catholic Ressttlement Council consists of represenia-
tives of Wor Relief Services - ¥.0.¥.0., Netional Gonference of Catholic

Chsritiss, National Gatholic Rural Life Conference, The Catholic Committes

for Refugees, The Immigration Buresu of the Hational Catholic Welfare Confersnce,

st. Vipcent de Paul Sceiety, Wationsl Council of (atholic Women together with
representatives of the following ¥etional groups: Poles, Lithuanians,
Istonisns, snd Ietvisns, Crosts, Slovaks, Ukranians, Slovenes, znd also a
number of prominent lesders at large. The Wational Councill will serve as

an advisory body to War Relief Services in regard to policies in the admini g-

tration of the over-all Catholic program for Displaced Fersonsg,




e oo

ORGANIZATION AWD FUNCTICHS OF DICCESAN RESETTLEMEET COMMITTEES

The besic responeibility in the program for Displeced Persong will
be sasumed by the Diocess s@tt¢emept Gﬁwmltﬁpma. They will include
merbers of the various Gatholio organizations included in the National
gfouia, The first step to be taken in settlipg up 8 Diccezan fommittes is
the appointment of & Director. It may slso be necessary to appoint an
Asscciate Dirsctor. Some Bishops have alresdy arpointed their Catholie
Charities Director and their Rural Life Director to assume 2 Joint reepole

gibility for the pvagram.
he Diocesan Director while hoving the adwice of 2 Digcesen Gonmliies

st aﬁerata through Deaneries or distriets. It will be necessary o bring

together representatives of verious parishes omn & Deznery or district

‘3

Lasis, Beth'aﬁ the Diccessn mest and &% the Deanery meeting it will be
necessary o explain in great detsil all the elements in 2 program for
Displuced Persons. Those who attend the meeting wi 511 have o be g?V&n a
good wnderstending 5f the general problems of the Displaced Persons. They
will have %o be given s picture of the skills that the Digplaced Persons

- represent. It should be pointed out to those in attendance that the
Digplaced Persens represent all soris of skills, They represent & COL-
gidershle number of ?e@ple, probably about & ihird, who have hed definite
gxperience in agriculturé;‘yéogle who have had experience in forestry; there
sre large numbers of skillecd mechsnics; there are domestic workers; thers
ars many 7eople with = definite intellectual beckground; there e many who
have sbtained prominence in their own countries bui whe recognize thet 1%
may be iﬁnessible for them bo conbtinue their professions in the couniries

$n which they are sebiled and that, ther@fere, they must be ready to accepd

such opportunitiss s mey be made aveilable to them. It should be pointed




2 cross—gection of the populations

of the countries from which they came; thet on the whole they vepresent a
reather hizh type of people; thet they are like the peonle who came to his

—

country in the largs immigration tide of the 40%s and 50%sg,
BIOUCATTICHAL PROGEAM ON DIBPLACED PERSONE
The first tegk of both the Hational, Dicessan and Desanery organizo-

ticng iz $o interpret itoc the people the very great imvortance of having

tg pard in the resettlement of the Displaced Pesrsouns.

[

thia ceuhtry ake!
Once the psople understand what the zccgpiance by the United States of 1ie
feir guota of Digpleced Persons will meen in our world position; the Congrees
and the Administraticn will be ready tc do their pari. QOther countries ars
Influenced vary greatly by the lsadership of the United States in this and
other fields, The world is lookimg to the United Bimiss =i the present

time, Peoples 21l over the world who are interested in Displaced Persons

are anxiscus to see whal we are goling te de to solve this problem and look -
Yo avery move that is made in the United ﬁtates-in a program for Displaced

Perasons,.

SECURING CPPORTUNIZIES FOR DISPLACED PERECRS

¥any veople in the United States have bsen wondering how for it would
be possible for us in the United States to secure employment for Displaced
rersons, We have genersl informetion on hand in regerd to employment
cpportunities for them at the present time. We know there are labor shori-

ages here and there throughout the country. We do not have exact information




in regerd to aveileble employment ovportunities, This information can be

secured through the Diccesan and Deanery or District Commitiees. Inforngm
tigp in regerd to oprortunifies should be brought togsther om standerd

forms provided by the nabicnal office of War Rellef gervices - N.C.W.C.

in offort should be made 3o catalog all sorts of opportunities., For ingtance,
1t hes been said thet there are meny opportunities for skilled workers in

he smell towns throughoul the country; that there are many opportunities in
domestic services, There are meny women in the camps with one to three
children whe weuld moke excellent housekeepers. It has been said that thers
sre shorisges in the dairying sections of our counbry. In the camps there

sre meny peovle who have hed 81l types of experience in dairying.
SPONSORBEIF

This is provebly the mest difficult problem thet confronts those who
are interested in the resettlement of the Displaced Persons. Heny of them
now could be setiled in other countries if costs of transportation were
svailsble. In securing sponsors we naburally first think of relabtives. It
jg estimated that 40% of the people in the ceups heve relativeé in this
country. Everyihing possible mush be done to contact these relatives. In
meny instences they could advence part or 211 of the cest of transportation.
The sdvance would maturally be in the form of a lgen repaysble by the Dis-
vlaced Perscns once fhey are working. It will be possible %o find indivi-
dusl Catholics in many dioceses throughout the country who would be willing

o sponser Displaced Fersons on an individual basis. Diocesan Gonferences

of the St. Vincent de Paul %oc;e?y in the different parishes mey be w1111ng

5 S n arlshes
to sponsor individguel persons. HMeny St. Vincent de Peul Sockties iap




heve funds in their tressury how. There are some 4,000 parish conferences
of the t. Tincent de Peul Soclety in the Tnited Stzies. In meny instances
the parish as & whole might be willing to sponser one Digplaced Person.

The local parishesg of the veriocus Watiopelity grouns will undoubiedly be

willing to do their part in sponsoring Displaced Persons.

SETTLEMENT BY FAMILY GROUPS

Tn nlanning for the resed lement of the Displzced Persons wo mush

&
think of sattling them as families, The o

ééisﬁgaceﬁ Persong is the head

of & family. There ig a considerable number of widows whose husbends have
been lost in the war or have perished In sibheria. The International Refugee
prganizetion heseen anxious to adhers to the.policy of settling the Displacsd
Personé by families. The Church would naturally be interected in the same
program. Meny peonle become Very meh excited zbout unsccompanied children
and about s?phans, vut practically sll of the children are sttached %o
families even if they heve lost their c%n parente. They heve sttached thefe

sglves to other families who have nrectically becone their gusrdians.

RESETTLENINT OF DISPLACED PERSCNS IS 4 grEaT CHALBINGE TO THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH

mhe development of a progrsm Tor the reception and seftlement of Displaced
persons is probably the greatest challenge that hes ever been made to the
Catholie Church in the Ublted States, ¥e work of its magnitude has ever
heen undertaken by the Church on 2 Wetionzl besis and thﬁonly way it can
be solved iz by breaking it down on & Digcesen and parish level, From the
aiecussions on the Dliocesen and parish level will come many suggesticns in

regard to prachtical appreaches to this problen, There will be many svggestions




in regard O employment epporiunities and inmgerd to ways and meens of
spongoring the Displacsd Persons end their familles. 11 the practical
experience of Diccesen, DeansTy and parish groups will naturslly flow
into the central clesring house of War pelisf Services - H.C.%.C. and
will be relaygd tc cther diocesss and the varicusg local unlis thronghoub

the coundiy.




