HMEMORANDUM -~ THE MASS 0OF TELEVISION

Although I have ne idea when he will be in this country again,
the possibility of utilizéng the talents of Fr. Clifford Howell,
Sed,, might be considered. Probably his strong Englishness might
make him unsuitable as a participant in U. $. television, but

he would seem to have much to offer in preparing liturgical
seripts; he de a genuine popularizer -- nothing has succeeded

on the Mass like Of Sacraments apd Sacrifice -- but he is also
gound theologically and histeorically, ’
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Although I have great doubbs about the "historical? approach te
explaining the Mass, it has its place. Possibly the seript (in

F ..« Sléyan's possession) of The Ancient s should be considered,
1% is in need of some adjustment, but it appears to present the
histerical approach in a graphic and intelligible fashion. (The
author, Hugh Whittington, is in the business of writing TV seripts
for the government I believe).

S0 far as consultants op such Mass programs are concerned, dozens
could be suggested. In addition to Godfrey Diekmann, I think ime
uediately of Mary Perkins Nman of Goffetown, W.H. She has a fro-
found knmowledge of the Mass, dectrine and structure, has certainly
congldered the problems of participation —- ecapecially from the
lay peoint of view -- and is a creative literary person.

Again on the subject of copsultants, I do think that great care
should be teken in securing advice from priests. Many priests
could give sound advice on most theslogical poinis and might
well offer excellent suggestions in a crestive way, but elerical
education in the realm of the Hystical Body, the Sacraments, and
the Mass, has been grievously defective for many years. The
danger would he iun getting help froo one who would.think that
the "liturgical® side of the Mass could easily be loned up in a
hurry from a few books. (This #s true even of very considerable
fliberal® theologiams, whose broadmindedness I fear stops short
of the liturgical apostolate.)
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One possibility would be simply to televise an ideal parochial
celebration, in a parish church where 2z high degree of participa-
tion has been achieved. This, if coupled with a good explanation,
would be far betber than any “demonstration,®
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With regsrd to picturing things removed from the altar and church
setiing without disturbing éhe continuity, perhaps the example of
the two FPrench films on Holy Week could be followed.
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In the present dispensation, I presume that & "Mass of the
Future” would not be feasible as a subject for television --
although my personal feeling is that it is needed, or people
will be sadly surpkised when “peform® cones.
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Iven if pleturing & "reshored Mass™ would cccasion too many
raised eyvebrows if not worse, I think that the possibality of
such rveform shovld alwaye be in nind, if only negativelyt it
would be a mistale Lo stress aspechs of s which are’
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Probably all serts of objections would be raised, but a picbure
of high Hams with texts sung English sdzht be very moving and
revealing. Obviously some kind of disclaimer would have to be
given, lest the spounser be thousht e be a verngoularist, and
possibly a problenm might arise because the source of most adapta~
tions of the chart to English would be non-Catholic. TYet the
peaning of Mass could be wonderfully shewn in this way.
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The following may be too Thistorical,” but a device in which I
have taken part is this: An intreductory playlet -- one act
affair ~- with the apostolic band readying themselves for the
celebration of the EBucharist, followed by a change to a modern
altar and a demonstration of the Canon and Communion of Mass.
Unfortunately I do not have the script of thisjy it was put on
at Doston College and Holy Cross several years back.

The setting of any Mass, real or imaginary, should be carefully
semsidered. The Mams has many dramatic and even {lamboyant aspecis,
the more o if it is solemn. This should be balanced by a great
simplicity of appointments, furnishings ete. I anm nob necessarily




advosating asy extremely neodern, a ﬁﬁt@?@ altar, stc.; but cer=
tainly the other extreme is maa% pore dangerous. Above all --
on this particular point -- T do not think that the lass setting
should be designed to be similar Co t%Q,ahmyahﬁ@ and altars with
whieh people are familiar. “hiz would enly be the ”&ﬂ@ﬁiﬁaﬁx'#
&f %@@ tasbe, and you might as well pieture 2 living room with
g curdains.

In any Mass piocturizatc

ion T wary, the gy%a@a@% attention
should be y“iﬁ to the diﬁyrmhm@ iom roles or the diffeeentiation
of Function. ‘mm(xmﬁgg"&m&mﬂém5u¢me%&mw%$mm%
g@&mﬁy BeLger &ﬂ their theorizing, 1little has been said on this
point by way of definition, although the recent In wwhruction goes
2 long wav. ©On the other hand, is the whole point of much
of the Holy Weeok revi wl@n, the . with deacon, the avoidapnce
of duplication, sbte. To @y ¢ md ‘H@ is the fﬁml opportunity

the camers mgu % , iewerts attention away Trom
the prieat at mﬁb &%waW, when the prisst at 5&% altar is not the
sctor of the liturgical worshipy the oppositi is Just as important
of Gﬁﬁ?@&, even more important, but it needs less stressingi everyone
Lnows how important the priest is,

5
w

‘“5

o
{’
fad

Fog S
i

2

&

3

e ¢

T have no idea how to do iﬁlﬁ@ shonght should be given
to the liturg @ai Ve 'uﬁw“#, # the Maze that needs
dramatd ﬁiﬁ% it is ned 1aries of the Roman Rite
and 4 w ﬁﬁ?fﬁi deve ¥ 4w Az the variety of
w@&wgw @ﬁ@ texk. %@ hmvﬁ n@ﬁ b sollect unless we see it
the day's praver, the way the ”%vrﬁ
Jh@ sanctification of this day, ele.

pleads with the Lord For

.

Wﬁt%@mﬁ overenpnas gizing the dramatic aspects, there are some
possibilibies in the Church ,Vaay 4 could be locked into =
©.8., Lhe dramatization of Candlemas, the way the Church sanctifies
the things of mnabturs, oil, etoc.
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These are very random thoughts, most
of Wh%@% degerve Tar grester con-
sideration and development.
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